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MODERN SLAVERY… BUT WHAT IS IT?
Modern Slavery is an Umbrella term, the CARE ACT 2014 states is a form of abuse and neglect

Slavery - Ownership exercised over another person

Servitude - Being Coerced into providing services

Forced and compulsory labour - Work extracted under the menace of a penalty

Human Trafficking - Arranging or facilitating the travel of another with a view to exploiting them





The Intersection of Domestic 
Abuse and Modern Slavery

Key Connections:

•  Coercion: Victims of domestic abuse may be forced into 
labour or trafficking by partners or family.

•  Isolation: Domestic abuse creates conditions of control that 
enable modern slavery.

•  Dependency: Financial or emotional abuse can trap victims 
in exploitative situations.

Examples:

• A partner coercing a victim into unpaid labour settings or 
forcing them into providing sexual services (pimping)

• Family members trafficking other family under the guise 
of family obligations, religious/cultural obligations



What are we 
doing here at 

Golding Homes?

• Conducting internal training sessions with 
customer facing staff- getting the knowledge to 
people that may see it

• Understanding that these cases are often involved 
with other safeguarding cases- DA/VAWG (safe 
lives)- Links in with the DAHA portfolio of work

• Sharing learning when cases are being identified

• Looking at ASB cases to see if potential modern 
slavery is within

• Safety plan approach to triage risk

• Document to complete with tenant to help with 
realisation and gravity of situation with potential 
indicators.

• Further raising awareness externally through 
collaboration
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Case study-
Overview-

Looking Beyond 
the Label

• Tenant with trauma, mental health needs and social 
isolation

• Initially viewed through offending and anti-social behaviour

• Long-term criminal exploitation hidden behind presenting 
issues

The Exploitation:-

• Groomed through gifts, support and a sense of belonging

• Forced to store and sell drugs

• Threats, violence and debt bondage used as control- 
property flagged for ASB repeatedly

• Property was cuckooed and used for drugs/weapons



Housing 
Intervention

• Risks identified and documented-safeguarding raised internally

• Managed move progressed as a safeguarding measure

• Trauma-informed support enabled disclosure

• NRM referral made for specialist support- positive outcome (RG 
and CG)

• Current situation

Learning:-

• Criminalisation and victimhood can coexist

• Look beyond labels and presenting behaviour

• Recognise signs of coercion, fear and exploitation

• Use trauma-informed language and practice

• Partnership working and training improve outcomes

• Led to a second case being swiftly identified and a second NRM

• Since further NRMs are being considered and pursued
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