RACE KHG Update May 2026

RACE funding has been secured for 2026/27. RACE will draw down the Defra funding for RHE (Rural
Housing Enabling) projects through Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) who is eligible to do so as an ACRE
(Action with Communities in Rural England) member. Payments are made quarterly in arrears with
AirS taking a fee for administration. RACE income is therefore £46,248 from Defra and £27,500 from
partner contributions (5 x LA and 3 x RP). This covers the budget for RACE for 2026/27.

Work going forward includes a marketing campaign to bring new Parish Councils forward who want
to work with partners to identify and meet the affordable housing needs of their community. Kent
has an excellent track record of delivery with over 100 rural exception site developments across the
county, but larger new developments on the outskirts of many villages has led to a more challenging
environment/appetite to bring forward new rural exception site schemes. We hope that Local
Authority comms teams and housing enabling officers will be able to help reach their Parish Councils
once we have material available to them.

The purpose of RACE is to enable rural communities to provide the type of housing they want and
need, and RACE continues to look at housing solutions for older people in rural areas. This is relevant
to older households wanting more suitable housing for their needs but to stay in their community
(affordable and open market). Results of housing need surveys identify that these people want
smaller homes, smaller gardens, single storey housing, sometimes adapted for disabilities/health
needs. RACE has offered assistance to work with MITH on this subject.
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