RACE KHG Update November 2025

Funding

The RACE executive team met with the CEO of Kent ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England)
to discuss the Defra Funding and the ACRE Rural Housing Enabling Programme. There is no further
news on availability of funding from 2026. The executive team have a meeting on 12" November
which includes the CEO of English Rural Housing Association (main provider of rural exception site
affordable housing in Kent) to discuss a way forward and would like to have a separate meeting with
the relevant people at Defra. We are working to be bid-ready when/if funding is announced. We are
likely to be requesting that our current LA and RP funding partners contribute the same amount to
RACE in 2026/27 as current year. Our next Steering Group meeting is 2" December.

Work

There are currently three housing needs surveys in circulation: Tenterden, Yalding and Cranbrook &
Sissinghurst.

The following local needs developments have completed or are in the pipeline:

e Bough Beech, Sevenoaks: 8 affordable rented homes completed

e West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks: 7 affordable rented homes and 3 shared ownership due to
complete Oct/Nov 2025

e Seal, Sevenoaks: 9 affordable homes onsite — due to complete December 2025

e Egerton, Ashford: 6 AR and 2 SO on site, due to complete November 2026.

e Halstead, Sevenoaks: 10 affordable homes due to complete early 2026/27.

e Chiddingstone Causeway, Sevenoaks: Planning application for 8 AR homes.

e East Farleigh, Maidstone. Planning application submitted for 8 affordable homes

e Penshurst, Sevenoaks: site secured — plans being worked up

e Mersham, Ashford: Church Commissioners site secured for 12 affordable homes

RACE is looking at housing solutions for older people in rural areas to meet the needs of those who
want more suitable housing for their needs but stay in their community (affordable and open
market). Results of housing need surveys identify that people want smaller homes, smaller gardens,
single storey housing, sometimes adapted for disabilities/health needs.

More promotion of local needs affordable housing is required to bring forward communities to
address their housing needs. Some rural communities facing large open market developments in
their areas are less keen to explore the requirement for additional housing.
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https://acre.org.uk/rural-housing-enabler-programme/

