Annobuay

S Juey{ U Buisnop Jo 82I0A 8y
I,%ﬂggg dnoug BuisnoH juay } I

4 1Ud)Y 4

sueaw [||e Ay op 1eym pue suondo Aw aJe 1eymn

INJINSSISSY
INIOf

Why do | need a joint assessment?

You have You have

a housing a support

need need

Both Children’s Social Services and Local Housing Authorities have
responsibilities towards you if you are 16 or 17 and homeless.
Guidance requires both organisations to work together to support,
safeguard and promote the welfare of young people.

Your social worker will discuss and support you with a ‘child in need’
plan. Once you are settled in your home, you may not need to be a
child in need and the social worker will help you find other support
before they end their involvement.

Your housing officer will tell you about your housing options and can
support you once you are 18 and ready to move on from your
accommodation. You will be able to ask them for advice in the
future.
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What is a joint assessment?

A joint assessment is a FREE OF CHARGE process

that finds out what your individual needs are. The meeting may
take a couple of hours and your social worker will make sure you
are aware of the date and you are able to attend.

During the meeting, there may be some things which are difficult to
talk about. It is really important you give as much information as
possible about why you are homeless and why you cannot return
home. You will also be asked about things like your education,
training, employment, health and support needs.

First Stage: A meeting between Social Services, Local Authority
Housing, yourself and, where necessary, an advocate. You also may
want to bring a family member or adult friend with you.

Second Stage: Your social worker and housing officer will need to
talk to your family, or who you have been living with to find out the
reasons why you have been asked to leave and talk through what
can be done to help you return home, where it is safe to do so.

If you need supported accommodation, funding of this can be
discussed further in the initial meeting. Your social worker will be
able to support you with applying for any benefits you may be
entitled to. The support you need will remain in place as long as
you need it, even once you are no longer homeless.

It is really important to ask questions if you do not understand
what is being said, this is about you!
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We will work with you and your families
to identify and help resolve the issues
which have led to you becoming
homeless. This could involve support
such as family mediation or group
conferences to rebuild family
relationships.
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What happens next?

If it is not safe or appropriate for you to
return home, the next best option is to
live with responsible adults within your
wider family or friends.

We will work with you and your wider
family or friends, to find a safe place for
you to live with them.

Ifit is not safe, or appropriate to return
home and you do not have any other
responsible adult to live with, then it might
be considered to be in your best interests to
be supported by Kent County Council
Children’s Services as a ‘Looked After Child’.

Kent County Council’s Children’s Services will
support you with any parts of your life that
you need help with such as accommodation,
education, health, identity, finances and
family.

Accommodation could be foster care,
supported or shared accommodation. You
will also have a social worker who will
support you and work with you towards
living independently.

When you turn 18, you will be supported by
an 18 plus care leaver’s team and will have a
Personal Adviser and a Pathway Plan to help
you work towards living independently

If you do not agree to becominga ‘looked
after child’, your housing officer will work
with you and your social worker tofind a
suitable housing option, which is likely to
be supported housing. You will usually
have a set of rules to follow and be
responsible for payingyour own rent, hills
and any service charges. You may be able
to claim Universal Credit (UC) to help
towards your living costs from either the
UC housingelement or Housing Benefit to
help towards payingyour rent.

A social worker will still be involved with
you and be offeringyou support.




