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Summary of the main changes

» Focus on prevention - earlier and proactive {casework)

* New duly to prevent and relieve (up lo, and longer in soma cases,
than 56 days)

* Threatenad with homelass — extended to 56 days

* Duly to assess and produce Personal Housing Plans

* *Deliberate and unreasonable refusal to cooperate’

* MNew duties blind to priorily nead and intentionatity

* Pravention stage is blind fo Local Connection

+ New rights to review

+ Care Leavers —very specific hew duty refated to cholce
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How the Actisintended ﬁfﬁ:ﬁ :
to work B

@ i S5TAGE 1
S07 e apptcation and assessment ofthe tesl of eigibiy and
whether tha applicant s homeless of threstensd vilh

homelessness witkin 56 days

@ . STAGE 2
Tha prevention stzge — o laka reasopable siaps lo kelp
the appfeant ftem Josing aceomrmedabion, If fads then;

@ 3 STAGE 3

The tefief of bomelessness staga ~to Lakia reasonable sleps to
help the appiicant find somewhere elss to Bve. If 1335 then

o) . STAGE 4 .
Tha final maln duly owed for thosa In prority need and
ot infenfonaly homeless
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Funding the additional

burdens

. vET iy waa E48m over 2
yasars, than Incroased 20 E61m

+ After thia itis expesled thal saving: evanting by
wllimakeiha Act self furkiing

aid coatl b ha 216t N

dutles [AHAS)

Execmamber for Londen Councils states becavse of new laglzlation,
EFTmIn tomp i Landon atone

. ¢ H could soat Kant suthorilles almast inelud
statfing costs, PRS sccommodation and the new raview burdans
Kent receivad £2,601,711 intotai~ Medway recalved the highos! elmost
£500,000 and TunbridgeWells received thalowast with juat ovar
£04,500 i
+ Dartford received £339,072
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Why the HRACT is better

A Councll Ts requlzed 1o take a homeloss spplication far esrlier {56 day sk
of This i of that aarlyhelp belng

successtul

#someone threaten: I hore is a daty Lo
provide real help—‘the reasonablastepe’ - raat help thatis ‘biind’ to
whetherthey sre or may be owed 4 valn duly

'Ehc rrghﬂjc:reul helpmustbe setoutTn a parsonal planthat hes been

snsads and

« Afamilyor can onlyh Irthe dutyto help
thom find somewhare tolivefails

+ The otra right: " houghiha responsa
t long term soctalhouslng thizis not raalistic

glvanthe housing prossares ©
Tharefere any svitablo accommodetion sectived of any tenura witha
i For 8 months or mara enda the

Gouncil's dutles

+ Men coaper ihe help providedhas
zefirsing sultable d Ll
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Anecdotal

A huge rise In number of appHcations. Dartford saw a 266% Increasa from March
to July

Massive pressiire on staff - bigger case loads, open for longer

Some authoritles have seen termporary accommedation deuble

Veryadmin heavy - clients and staff struggling with the paperwork.

Some staff struggting with the new directive

Not encugh moneyl

Better working relationships being established.

BARTFORED

ACPQUGH COUNICH




What about Partnershlip
working? New duty for named
public authorities to refer

+ Duly from Qctober 2018 thatif a named public authority is
dealing with a persen who may be homeless or at risk of
homelessness they must seek their consent to refer the case
to an authority of the person’s choice

+ included police, hospilals, GPs, probatlon, sthools, colleges,
Adult soctal Care, Children Services

* Did notinclude Housing Assoclations
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What about Partnership

working? New duty for named Sy
public authorities to refer PR

* From Menday 1 Ocleber, as part of the Homelassness Reduction Act,
public bodies will bs hound by the Duly to Refer. This Is an cbllgation
1o refer anyone 1o alocal aulkority if ihey are homeless or
threatened with homelesspess,
Housing assoclations are not bound by this duty, but a large number
of the NHF members bold 1a lhey wese keen to support the

of the Act di
MHF therefore worked wilh Lthe Minlstry of Housing, Communifies
and Lecal Government (MHOLG} o develop a housing assoalation
oflfer on the Duly fo Refer - kaown as the Commitmant to Refar.
Beeause tha Doty to Refer comas inlo effect on Monday 1 Oclober,
the Commitment 1o Refer did 206, NHF have therefora produced
guidance thal provides membars wilk the tools to impiement the:
Gommilment to Refer.
This guldance also details the olher ways your erganisation can play
apartin ending homalessnass.
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Questions?
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