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Appendix Two – Kent and Medway Housing Strategy 

Case Study - THROWLEY LOCAL NEEDS AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The project to develop this local-needs housing scheme on a rural exception site in Throwley began 

with Sheldwich, Badlesmere and Leaveland Parish Council supporting a Parish Housing Needs Survey 

in February 2012, undertaken by the Rural Housing Enabler from Action with Communities in Rural 

Kent, funded by Swale Borough Council.   The survey identified a need for four affordable homes. 

Due to the fairly low level of housing need it was decided to ask the adjacent parish if they would be 

interested in investigating the possibility of a joint scheme.  Throwley Parish Council was therefore 

approached by the Rural Housing Enabler (RHE) and they agreed; the RHE carried out a survey in 

March 2013.  The survey identified a need for 3 affordable homes. 

Both Parish Councils worked with the RHE to search for a suitable site on which to build a local needs 

housing scheme and some eight sites were identified in 2014.  Both Parish Councils agreed that the 

site at Leaveland Corner was the most appropriately located site. Planning Officers were concerned 

it was a little remote (although interestingly the site is adjacent to council houses built by Swale BC 

in the 50s) and Planning Officers preferred a site in Sheldwich.  However, this site relied on 

additional land from a local landowner and he was only prepared to make it available if he was 

granted permission for open market housing as well.  The Parish Councils were not prepared to 

support this and following discussions, the Planning Officer agreed to support the Leaveland Corner 

site.  The site was owned by the Duchy of Cornwall and an Option Agreement to purchase was 

signed in May 2017.  

English Rural prepared preliminary plans and an Information and Consultation Event was held in 

April 2017. Throwley and Sheldwich Parish Councillors, the RHE and staff from English Rural were 

available to answer questions or discuss any concerns residents might have.   The event was 

attended by around 27 residents and attendees were invited to submit written comments about the 

proposal. 

A Planning Application was submitted in December 2017 –there were several objections and so it 

went to the Planning Committee on April 2018.  There was a unanimous decision to approve from 

Borough Councillors.  

The land acquisition was completed in July 18. The section106 agreement was signed Sept 18.  Start 

on site was November 2018 (delayed a little due to UKPN cable diversion).  Completion of the homes 

is expected in November 2019.  The development has benefitted from a £230,000 grant from Homes 

England. 

The development comprises 6 x two bed houses for affordable rent (capped at Local Housing 

Allowance) which will be let to local people meeting the criteria set out in the s106 agreement.  

There are also two detached bungalows which will cross subsidise the affordable homes.  Priority to 

purchase these bungalows will be given to local people for the first 12 weeks of marketing and it is 

hoped they will provide a downsizing opportunity for older people wishing to remain in the 

community. 
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Lord Gardiner visited the site during Rural Housing Week in July 2019.  Staff from English Rural 

Housing Association, the Rural Housing Enabler, Parish Chairmen and the Cabinet Member for 

Housing from Swale Borough Council met him there.   

 


