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KENT HOUSING GROUP

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING SUB GROUP

7th March 2016
T & M BC OFFICES

Present: Linda Hibbs, Tonbridge & Malling BC & Chair,  Kirstie Pritchard KCC, Hazel Skinner Tonbridge &Malling BC, Jane Miller Everest KCC, Mark Sage KCC, James Cox Sevenoaks DC, Rachel Evans Dartford BC, John Robertson KFRS, Steve King Thanet DC, Philip Garland Swale BC, Janice Greenwood Tunbridge Wells BC, Julian Watts Dartford BC, Donna Crozier Family Mosaic, Karen Leslie Family Mosaic, Steve O’Shea Gravesham BC, Kerry Petts Shepway DC, Nigel Bucklow Maidstone BC, Amanda Martin Dover DC, Karen Hardy KCC, Samantha Jones, KFRS, Lesley Clay JPPB. 
Apologies: Robin Kennedy, Jill Pells, Dipna Pattni, Marion Money, Brian Horton, June Heslop, Peter Litttlewood, Nick Dudman.
	
	
	
	Action 

	1.
	Minutes and Matters Arising
	LH, RK and Sarah from Shepway attended Falls Screening Meeting and had an opportunity to explain what housing can do. Details of all PSHG will be exchanged and the 3 providers’ details from areas will be provided to PSHG officers to contact. HIAs have also been attending the postural stability classes.
Damp and Mould report not yet completed.

DP still waiting a response from Medway. No attendance from Medway for some time.

Your Home, Your Health, meeting held in Dover recently.  There is already a module on Locata but now looking at the form to be more health/housing referrals not ASB etc. MBC will be invited to future meetings.

No volunteers for the website pages.

FP strategy out for consultation.

	JP to contact Medway re attendance


	2.
	Action Plan
	Updated plan attached. 
	

	3.
	Stay Safe and Well Initiative
	KFRS have been considering how to develop service and have been talking about prevention and protection and what this means to people in their homes. Have been considering how to link in with public health, CCGs etc and other bodies.

Will be targeting ‘at risk’ groups. Looking at lifestyle and health inequalities as well. Safe and Well is about tapping into health risks that these groups will be facing.
A couple of projects being trialled across Kent with CCGs, e.g. Medway project to reduce isolation and loneliness, (more enhanced visits in the home). Anticipating setting up green space initiatives using social prescribing. Involved with DGS falls’ pathway, so far about 47 referrals in the area. KFRS have dementia champions. KCC funding has enabled some winter warmth packs to be rolled out.
S&W is about using safety advisors to do more than fit smoke alarms etc and to tap into health protection and prevention.  If PSHG would like to work with KFRS on certain groups etc, contact Stuart Tickle/Samantha Jones.
Community Safety team works county wide and KFRS is looking to increase numbers of staff for this.

HIAs refer to KFRS, but not necessarily a two way route, so will need to make that link stronger. Karen Leslie would like to make links with KFRS re fitting smoke alarms etc.

	Presentation attached
KL to contact Stuart Tickle


	4.
	 DFG briefing paper 
	Briefing paper re ideas and initiatives re future delivery of DFGs is being completed by Satnam Kaur. Report will be at CE meeting this week.  LH will circulate to PSHG when appropriate PSHG key input will be into the project itself. Small pilot was done in Shepway. KP will give feedback at project stage if this helps.

	LH

	5.
	Increased DFG Funding.
	Better Care Fund is hosted by KCC. BCF has lost social care capital grant, approx £2million. KCC had approved spending based on budgets before this reduction. This has been transferred into DFG budgets. The DFG budgets have been increased to subsume this. KCC keen to have discussions re the possibility of transitional arrangements with district and borough councils. The whole plan has to be signed off by Kent H&WB and will have to show joined up working between health, housing and social care. Need to know whether DFGs are ring fenced or can this be used with discretion. PG – can include hoists in DFGs. 

SO’S – is the increase to DFGs not to be used as it will need to be used for the social capital grant. MS – think it has to be done by agreement, so transitional arrangements could be put into place.  There is one supplier for hoists in a 5 year contract but can use as and when.

JME – doing a lot of work to reduce the care packages (two handed) in order that agencies can take on and support more clients. Keeping people in their homes where they want to be as long as possible, by having more hoists etc, letting people have more control over their lives.
LH – is KCC thinking that that money for home support fund should be handed back for KCC to administer? MS – yet to be discussed. 
LH – need a meeting in March.


	Meeting on 29th March at 10am at TMBC


	6.
	Use of DFG protocol agreement
	PG – this is being used and adhered to in Swale.  LH will do sheet for everyone to update. JP will send out for completion. KP asked re funding of sums over £10000. HS –this is historic and was for minor adaptations. LH – will look at contributions if works are over £10000. Update contacts.

	All to send to JP once complete.

	7.
	Housing Paper to WK H&WB
	Malti Varshney wants to raise housing profile among CCGs.  Paper to go into WK H&WB. Satnam is leading on this for WK and is liaising with WK LHAs re content. MV needs us to be very clear about recommendations to the H&WB.  One is via NICE guidelines re referral pathways re winter warmth.
KH -West Kent GP’s Protected Learning Time focussed on Social Prescribing, which will include housing.  They are developing a single referral form for their IT system which will then be screened and patient referred into relevant agencies/charities.

Following this, they are just consulting on their Self-Care, Self- Management Strategy which is about empowering patients and again, includes Social Prescribing.

	

	8.
	Keep and Fuel Poverty
	Strategy out for consultation now extended till 31st March.  Hopefully should present at KHG Seminar. Very important to feed back.  Looking for papers to go to local councils to agree. There is a presentation if anyone needs to see this. 18 responses received from organisations and individuals. 154 view on the page. Gravesham has completed a paper for the management team on this. 
Collective switching –next registration will be starting on 22nd March. 

JME would like details for social workers. 
	AM will send details to JME

	10.
	Kent Joint Policy and Planning Board Update
	Main item which may be of interest was referral routes to Children’s Safeguarding Board. LC will provide details.

	LC to provide details.(notes from minutes attached with presentation a)

	11.
	AOB
	KP – 1.Warm Homes update.  The programme continues to be delivered with relatively low levels of funding.  KP to provide information recently shared at the KMSEP project board on works completed and funding drawn in (see attached slides).  The three monthly call off from the Framework for delivery of the HHCRO/Affordable Warmth programme has just been completed and Polyramek were successful.  Polyramek will deliver the service from March to 31 May inclusive.  Aran Services continue to deliver the loft and cavity offer until the end of March 2016.  A new tender process for delivery of the services form 1 April to 30 September is underway.

2. Winter Warmth.  Additional funding is now available. Can districts please return their funding agreements and invoice KCC by the 18 March to ensure funding can be allocated.  Up to 10% of funding can be spent on administration including promotional costs.  Funding needs to be spent by March 2017. NB – need new contract as current one states money has to be spent by end of March.
Post meeting note: Kirstie will be leaving KCC for a 12 month secondment on 30 April.  Samantha Simmons, who is currently within the Sustainable Business and Communities Team, will be taking over her role for 12 months.  If there are no objections she will now attend the PSGH meetings to update on Warm Homes and EE.

	KP to forward details to LC (slides attached)
PSHG Officers to return agreements etc by 18 March
JP has added SS to list



	9.
	Next Meetings
	All at 10am at T&MBC Offices

6 June
5 September

5 December
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